Reading somewhere, a short time ago, an article on the diagnosis between white leprosy and leucoderma, which then greatly interested me, I was soon afterwards gratified by having to treat a case of the latter, so well marked, as perhaps to justify my offering a few remarks thereon, in the hope that they may prove as acceptable to others, as the actual observation of the case was to myself. The digestive, circulatory and respiratory systems remained normal. The urine alone seemed to present any departure from the normal standard. Its specific gravity was always high, averaging about 1-37, even although in quantity it was not deficient. In reaction it was faintly acid, in colour it was natural, and it had no sediment, no trace of sugar could be found, but there was excess of urea.
I have seen but very few cases of leucoderma certainly, for among Europeans it is not common, at least not commonly observed or treated as a disease, but none was at all to be compared to the one now described with regard to the great extent of skin affected. Of such cases as I have read, even few, if any, have invaded so large a portion of integument, and for this reason the case in question is worthy of notice. Perhaps, however, more peculiar is its lack of any approach to symmetry, a phenomenon which is generally more or less marked in this affection. It may be that the disease would have extended, and wholly encircled the waist, as such a tendency may have been evidenced by the faint marking spoken of to the left of the middle line, but as the case was, and continued to be, the right side of the body was wholly white, and the left wholly brown, the discoloration was unilateral?unsymmetrical. On the other hand, the abrupt, well-defined margins, as well as the whole of the general symptoms, corroborated most Correctly the commonly recognized type of this affection. So too did the most remarkable colour of the part, even to the pink tint before described, which however was not constant, and depended on the state of the circulation in the superficial capillaries of the part.
I would now conclude without offering remark on either causation or treatment, for the simple reason that I know so little of either, and can only express the hope that some one, having more knowledge and experience, may soon supply such not generally known, but assuredly generally desired information on a subject that cannot but prove of interest to all who are called on to practise our profession in this country.
